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	Text1: As I approach graduation, I need to improve my personal financial management skills to achieve savings goals. This project aims to enhance my financial literacy, achieve specific savings goals, and develop skills in budgeting, spending management, and earning. By setting financial goals, creating a savings plan, reducing non-essential spending, and finding extra earning opportunities, I aim to enhance my financial preparedness.
	Text2: My goal is to apply Family and Consumer Sciences and EVERFI Financial Literacy knowledge to real-life financial scenarios. I aim to set SMART financial goals, create budgets, track spending, and adjust my plans based on the experiences and insights I gain from the EVERI course. This project will help me enhance my financial well-being and empower me to make informed financial decisions as I approach graduation.
	Text3: • WHO: Me, the student participating in the Personal Finance STAR Event.
 
• WHAT: Develop a comprehensive financial plan, including setting goals, creating a budget, engaging with financial professionals, and tracking progress.
 
• WHERE: At school, home, and in the community.
 
• WHEN: Over the course of two months leading up to the competition.
 
• WHY: To enhance my financial literacy, achieve specific financial goals, and develop practical skills in budgeting, spending management, and earning.
 
• HOW:
  - Research Financial Literacy: Complete the EVERFI Financial Literacy course to gain foundational knowledge in personal finance. Research various budgeting methods and tools to track income, expenses, and savings effectively.
  - Set Financial Goals: Establish three primary short-term financial goals, each supported by three specific, measurable, attainable, realistic, and timely (SMART) supporting goals. Develop clear evaluation criteria to measure the success of these goals.
  - Create a Budget: Utilize the provided budget worksheet to create a detailed budget for each of the three primary short-term goals and their corresponding supporting goals. Ensure the budget accurately tracks saving and spending habits.
  - Engage with Financial Professionals: Schedule and conduct two meetings with financial industry professionals (e.g., a banker and a financial planner) to discuss the feasibility and strategies for achieving the financial goals. Document the advice and recommendations received during these meetings.
  - Document the Process: Maintain comprehensive documentation of the entire process, including the FCCLA Planning Process summary, SMART goals, budget, EVERFI coursework, and industry interactions. Ensure all documentation is clear, detailed, and organized within the portfolio.
  - Monitor and Adjust: Regularly review and adjust the budget and goals based on actual progress and insights gained from the EVERFI course and professional feedback. Track progress towards each financial goal, making adjustments as necessary to stay on track.
	Text4: After completing the EVERFI course, I used the provided budget worksheet to set up and maintain my budget, accurately tracking all income, expenses, savings, and extra earnings. I conducted and documented meetings with a banker and a financial planner, gaining valuable insights and feedback on my financial goals and budgeting strategies. By following my savings plan, reducing non-essential spending, and seeking extra earning opportunities, I worked towards achieving my financial goals within the two-month timeframe.
	Text5: Upon reviewing my project, I found that I successfully saved $50 for art supplies within two months and paid off $200 of credit card debt. More frequent budget reviews helped me stay on track, and the advice from financial professionals was invaluable in refining my strategies. One challenge I faced was sticking to my reduced spending plan, but by staying disciplined, I managed to meet my goals. This project taught me the importance of regular budget reviews, setting realistic goals, and seeking professional advice. Sharing my results with my family and teachers, I recognized the support and guidance they provided throughout this project.


